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       SPECIAL POINTS  

   OF INTEREST:  

¶ July 7, 2012 Tribal Council 

Meeting 

¶ 10th Annual Kidsô Fishing 

Derby Held 

¶ Lake Superior Day Beach 

Cleanup  

¶ Mining Updates 

¶ Legal Aid Clinic at KBIC  

¶ Rezheadz visit KBIC 

¶ Deepest Sympathy 

¶ Ojibwemowin 
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To place an ad, submit an article, or  

relate information or ideas on possible  
articles contact: Lauri Denomie at   

(906) 201-0263, or e-mail 
 newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

Summer Youth Program ð Preparing For KBIC Powwow 

     One of the biggest jobs for the summer 
youth workers is preparing the Ojibwa Camp-
ground for the annual powwow.  Shown above 
is the work crew who have been employed to 
do just this task.   
     This yearôs Summer Youth Work Program is 
being overseen by Coordinator, Mariah 
Dunham.  Dunham stated, ñ I am excited and 
honored to be the new Summer Youth Coordi-
nator for 2012!  I am a Sault Ste. Marie Tribal 
member and grew up in Watertown, WI.  I at-
tended Northern Michigan University and 
graduated with a degree in Communications. 
     The Summer Youth Program has gotten off 
to a great start with the hiring of three supervi-
sors:  Tashina Emery, Francis LaPointe III, 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Left to right, (front row) Tashina Emery Kauppila-Supervisor, Troy DeCota, Annaleese Rasanen, Sheena 
Halverson, Eva Lind, Seirra Curtis, Vanessa Beaver, Cassie Alexander, Cody Clement, Aleah Maskew.  
(back row) Mariah Dunham-Coordinator, Samantha Tolonen, Zach Owens, Brenden Varline, Kate Haataja, 
Dillion Hueckstaedt, Issac Ekdahl, Sean Spruce, Frances LaPointe III-Supervisor, Zach Cardinal, Todd 
Teikari, Kayla Messer, Frederick Dakota, John Herbert-Supervisor, and Alesha Bowman. 

John Hebert, and 57 youth total.  We have 
placed several youth outside of the powwow 
grounds.  We have crews working at Public 
Works, Natural Resources, Tribal Historic Pres-
ervation Office, Tribal Attorney Office, Water-
shed Program, PrePrimary, The  Ojibwe Sum-
mer Program at BHS/LHS, Head Start, Ojibwe 
BP, and the Library.  It certainly has been a 
great opportunity for the inspired youth we 
have.  We are excited for the Powwow and 
happy that we could take part in making it such 
a beautiful environment!  
     I want to thank the Tribal Council, Larry De-
nomie, Sarah Maki, Hope Laramore, Pauline 
Spruce, and all the Department Heads for their 
time in making it a great summer!ò     

KBICôS 10
TH 
ANNUAL KIDSô FISHING DERBY HELD 

     KBIC Tribal Natural Resources held their Annual Kidsô Fishing Derby 
on Saturday, June 26, 2012, at the Ojibwa Recreation AreaðSand Point 
Pond, in Baraga, MI.  This yearôs event was named in honor of the 
Gauthier family.  Registered fisher-kids numbered 370 this yearé a new 
record!  With all the unofficially registered kids who were either too young 
or too old, their families, volunteers, and the community, is was a record 
year once again!  This event just keeps getting bigger and better every 
year.   

Continues on page six. 

Keith Lofquist helps his daughter, Alyanna, with 
her big catch. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Little Bob Curtis and his father, R.D. Curtis, Jr.,  
at the Kidsô Fishing Derby. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Shayla Elmblad fishing with mom, Suzie Carl-
son, and dad, Brian Elmblad. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 
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ATTENTION KBIC MEMBERS: 

The following Committees/Boards 

have vacant seats: 

Economic Board  ï 
Two (2) regular seats 

Constitution Committee  ï 
One (1) regular seat 

Health Board  ï 
One (1) regular seat 

Substance Abuse Advisory Board  ï 
One (1) regular seat 

Please submit an application (located 
at the Tribal Center in Kim Klopstein or 
Peggy Mintonôs office) by 4 p.m. on  

August 10,  2012, to: 

Warren C. Swartz, Jr. ï President 
16429 Bear Town Rd. 

Baraga, MI  49908 

Activities reported by the Secretary, Susan 
J. LaFernier, for the month of June 2012.   
     ANIN!  We honor the greatness in you.  
Remember: ñIndian Country Countsò and 
ñOur People, Our Nations, Our Future.ò 
     We continue to recognize the richness of 
Native American contributions, accomplish-
ments, and sacrifices to the political, cul-
tural, and economic life of Michigan and the 
United States.   
     RESOLUTION KB 1296-2004.  
Whereas, Lake Superior is the worldôs larg-
est freshwater lake and is essential to the 
quality of life and economic vitality of the 
cities, villages, towns, and counties along its 
shores and in the surrounding watershed, 
and water is life, and the quality of water 
determines the quality of life, and whereas 
Lake Superior supports Tribal, cultural and 
spiritual, recreational, commercial, and tour-
ism activities for its residents and visitors, 
and the responsibility for protecting and re-
storing the quality of Lake Superiorôs wa-
ters, land, and wildlife lies with all Tribes, 
residents, municipalities, businesses, and 
visitors; whereas Tribal Officials, Mayors, 

Elizabeth D. Mayo motioned to deny  the 
Ojibwa Seniors request for a $5.00 fee 
discount, supported by Carole LaPointe, 
five supported (Mayo, Minton, Dakota, M. 
LaFernier, LaPointe), six opposed (S. 
LaFernier, J. Curtis, R. Curtis, Edwards, 
Jokinen, Matthews), 0 abstained, motion 
defeated.  Jean Jokinen motioned to 
waive the fee for seniorôs license plates, 
age 55+, two per household, supported 
by Robert (RD) Curtis, Jr., six supported 
(J. Curtis, R. Curtis, Dakota, Edwards, 
Jokinen, Matthews), five opposed (Mayo, 
S. LaFernier, Minton, M. LaFernier, La-
Pointe), 0 abstained, motion carried.  
Susan J. LaFernier stated, ñWe should have 
abided by the Seniorôs discount request.ò 
     President Swartz indicated there are 
three Gaming Commission Applicants 
(Michael Duschene, Chris Schofield, Kerry 
Picciano).  Consensus was to hold inter-
views on July 26, 2012, at 10:00 a.m.   
     President Swartz presented applicants 
who have applied for vacant committee  
seats.  Eddy Edwards motioned to ap-
point Michelle St. George and Lois Be-
dell to the Health Board, supported by 
Elizabeth D. Mayo, eleven supported, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained, motion carried.  
Elizabeth D. Mayo motioned to appoint 
Everett Ekdahl, Sr. to the Natural Re-
sources Committee, supported by Susan 
J. LaFernier, eleven supported, 0 op-
posed, 0 abstained, motion carried.  Mo-
tioned by Jerry Lee Curtis to appoint 
Everett Ekdahl, Sr. to the Substance 
Abuse Advisory Board, supported by 
Jean Jokinen, ten supported (Mayo, S. 
LaFernier, J. Curtis, Minton, Dakota, Ed-
wards, Jokinen, M. LaFernier, LaPointe, 
Matthews), 0 opposed, one abstained (R. 
Curtis), motion carried.  As there were no 
applications received for two seats on the 
Economic Board, one seat on the Constitu-
tion Committee, one seat for the Health 
Board, and one seat for the Substance 
Abuse Advisory Board, we will continue to 
advertise to fill these positions.   
     President Swartz brought forth the list of 
Aanikoosing Inc. Board of Directors appli-
cants:  William Emery, Lynn Ketola, Roy 
Koski, Fred Dakota, Patrick Racette, Dale J. 
Shalifoe, Andrew Chosa, Donald Carlson, 
Debbie Parrish, Paul Stark, Gary Loonsfoot, 
Jr., Bruce LaPointe, Candice Rajala, An-
thony Rabitaille, and James Mantila.  Con-
sensus of the Council is to interview the 14 
applicants on July 26, 2012, beginning at 
11:00 a.m.  Fred Dakota will be interviewed 
as an applicant from the Council group.  
Any Council Members, who are interested in 
serving on the Board of Directors, should 
submit a letter to the Tribal President by 
July 23, 2012, at the close of business.   
     President Swartz brought forth a busi-
ness license renewal of Diana Chaudier for 
Rayne Storm Media.  Eddy Edwards mo-
tioned to approve the renewal of Diana 
Chaudierôs business license, doing busi-
ness as Rayne Storm Media, supported 
by Michael F. LaFernier, Sr., eleven sup-
ported, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, motion 
carried.       
     Treasurer Toni Minton presented dona-
tion requests for July 2012 to the Council for 
their consideration.  Elizabeth D. Mayo mo-
tioned to approve $2,500 to the Native 
American Rights Fund, $1,000 to the 
Great Start Collaborative Marquette-
Alger Counties, $250 for the Great Lakes 
Center for Youth Development, and $500 
for Omega House sponsorship for the 
ñHike for the Houseò to be held October 
6, 2012; for a total of $4,250, supported 
by Susan J. LaFernier, eleven supported, 
0 abstained, 0 opposed, motion carried.  
It was the consensus of Council for Susan 
J. LaFernier to contact Christine Cardinal to 
see if sheôd accept a donation of a used 

computer from Michael F. LaFernier, Sr., 
Council member, instead of a new one 
which she requested a donation to pur-
chase.  It was also the consensus of the 
Council to wait on approving any further do-
nation for additional medical travel funding 
for a Tribal member as the family is looking 
at other alternative avenues for funding and 
havenôt received denials from those possi-
bilities.  In the event the family receives a 
denial before Council meets again, Presi-
dent Swartz was authorized to approve 
funding on a temporary basis to assist.   
     Council adjourned with no closed busi-
ness on the agenda.     

        ~ submitted by Lauri Denomie, Newsletter Editor 

     The Tribal Council held their regularly 
scheduled Saturday Tribal Council meeting 
on July 7, 2012, at the Ojibwa Casino Re-
sort Conference Room in Baraga, Michigan.  
President Warren C. Swartz, Jr. presided 
over the meeting with Elizabeth D. Mayo, 
Susan J. LaFernier, Jerry Lee Curtis, Toni J. 
Minton, Robert (RD) Curtis, Jr., Fred Da-
kota, Eddy Edwards, Jean Jokinen, Michael 
F. LaFernier, Sr., Carole L. LaPointe, and 
Elizabeth ñChizò Matthews present.   
     President Warren C. Swartz, Jr. shared 
numerous Thank You and For Your Infor-
mation items addressed to Council. Secre-
tary Susan J. LaFernier gave the Secre-
taryôs Report (page two) and Treasurer Toni 
J. Minton gave the Treasurerôs Report (page 
four).  Council passed the Department Head 
Reports for May 2012. 
     President Swartz introduced a Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MOA) between the In-
dian Health Service and the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community for Construction of Jerry 
LaFernierôs Septic System on behalf of 
Bruce LaPointe, Project Manager.  Toni 
Minton motioned to approve the MOA 
between the Indian Health Service and 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community for 
construction of on-site wastewater treat-
ment system of Jerry LaFernierôs septic 
system, project BE-12-G72, supported by 
Carole LaPointe, ten supported (Mayo, S. 
LaFernier, J. Curtis, Minton, R. Curtis, 
Dakota, Jokinen, M. LaFernier, LaPointe, 
Matthews), one opposed (Edwards), 0 
abstained, motion carried. 
     Eddy Edwards, Ojibwa Housing Authority 
Director, requested approval of the 2013 
Indian Housing Plan/Annual Performance 
Report.  Mr. Edwards stated in a brief sum-
mary, ñThe Indian Housing Plan is a general 
broad plan that basically says that weôll con-
tinue to maintain homes, provide rental as-
sistance, inspect the homes, etc.  The one 
area where we have a little movement is in 
our modernization; improvement to existing 
homes; whether we expand the size of them 
or do some modernization to the units.  In 
this particular plan, we are trying to take 
some of that money and match it with some 
of our non-program money to build more 
one and two bedroom units that are in very 
high demand.  Our waiting list for one and 
two bedroom units in Baraga is always a 
year wait or longer.  Basically it states how 
we will spend 1.7 million in Indian Housing 
Block Grant Funds received by HUD.  It is a 
certification by the Tribal Government cov-
ered by the Indian Housing Plan, that its 
Council has had an opportunity to review it 
and has authorized the submission of it.ò  
He indicated, ñWe are looking at an apart-
ment style building with six or eight units 
that are one and two bedroom combina-
tions, in which a combination of HUD money 
and non-program money would be used.  
So weôd have a couple units available at 
market rate, not low income, and others 
would be HUD funded.  Six may be market 
rate and two others would be available at 
low income HUD rate rules.ò  Discussion 
moved to the opportunity of individuals ex-
pressing an interest in purchasing the older 
HUD houses.  Edwards continued, ñThe 
Housing Board hasnôt adopted a policy, but I   
think if someone expressed the interest the 
Board would consider it.  This would be one 
way of promoting home ownership, and if 
people want that, then Iôm for that.  So itôs 
up to the people.  Itôs legally possible, and 
itôs legally feasible.ò  Fred Dakota mo-
tioned to adopt the 2013 Indian Housing 
Plan/Annual Performance Report, sup-
ported by Jean Jokinen, eleven sup-
ported, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, motion 
carried.   
     President Swartz brought forth a request 
by the Ojibwa Senior Citizens for a license 
plate fee discount in the amount of $5.00.    

JULY 7, 2012 TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING 

SECRETARYôS REPORT FOR 
JUNE 2012 

LEGAL AID 
CLINIC 

Legal counseling 
and advice will be 
available to Tribal 
members on a va-
riety of legal is-
sues.  Services 

are generally free for low-income individu-
als.  The clinic is sponsored by Michigan 
Indian Legal Services and will be held at 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
Tribal Center on Tuesday, August 28, 
2012, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  For questions 
call 1-800-968-6877. 



 

 

July 9 Last day to register for the August 
Primary 

August 4 August Primary absentee ballot re-
quests must be received by 2 p.m. 

T u e s d a y , 
August 7 

August Primary 

October 9 Last day to register for the November 
General Election 

November 3 November General Election absentee 
ballot requests must be received by 2 
p.m. 

T u e s d a y , 
November 6 

November General Election 
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and other municipal leaders throughout the 
Lake Superior Basin desire to protect the 
water and habitat quality that all life de-
pends on in the basin.  The Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community supports the initiative to 
permanently establish the third Sunday in 
July as Lake Superior Day in the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community as a day to 
acknowledge and celebrate the Lakeôs im-
portance in the quality of the lives of its 
members.  This year on July 13, join the 
K.B. Natural Resources Department with 
cleaning the beaches from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon from Assinins to Pequaming, a lunch 
afterward provided by the W.H.I.P.P. Task 
Force, and then a Fitness/Nature Walk.   
     NATIVE VOTE 2012ðevery vote and 
voice count.  NCAI (National Congress of 
American Indians) President Jefferson Keel 
stated in his State of Indian Nations Ad-
dress that our Native vote can have a sig-
nificant impact on the upcoming 2012 elec-
tions, and he has challenged Indian Coun-
try to turn out the largest Native vote in his-
tory.  There are more than one million eligi-
ble voters in Indian Country who are not 
registered!  We need to get out and vote 
not only to have Native voices heard but 
also to ensure that U.S. leaders understand 
Indian Country and that Indian Country mat-
ters, especially in Michigan.  Our goal for 
Keweenaw Bay is to have 100% of our eli-
gible members vote!  Here are five chal-
lenges that can make a big difference:  1) 
Get yourself registered to vote TODAY!  
You can do it online. 2) Think of three peo-
ple you care about.  Make sure they are 
registered and challenge them to reach out 
to three more people they care about.  3) 
Our Native Vote Community Coordinator is 
Jennifer Misegan.  4) Volunteer to make 
calls encouraging others to register and 
vote.  5) With less than six months to go 
until Election Day, spread the word.  Also 
see the website NativeVote.org.  August 
Primary:  Tuesday, August 7, 2012.  No-
vember General Election: Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6, 2012.   
     On June 1, I attended along with other 
Council members the annual Senior Ban-
quet held at the Bingo Hall to honor and 
award our graduating LôAnse, Baraga, and 
Community School high school students.  
Thank you to the Keweenaw Bay Tribal 
Education Committee and Tribal Education 
staff.  I also attended the National Indian 
Gaming Commission Site Specific Table 
and Gaming Machine Hold Percentage and 
Variance Investigations training held on 
June 20, 2012, at the Baraga Casino con-
ference room.  Mr. Benjamin Buck and Ms. 
Shawnna Ellis, Compliance Officers both 
gave power point presentations.  The train-
ing was very interesting with many good 
questions, comments, recommendations, 
and checklists, with many staff attending.  
Also on June 28, 2012, the KBIC Correc-
tional Facility Advisory Board held their 
Consensus Determination Workshop with 
public comment.  The Board has been 
working on a recommendation to determine 
which facility is most needed for KBIC: 
Treatment/Transitional Facility, Juvenile 
Justice Center, Prison, Jail or other.  They 
will be making their recommendation to the 
Tribal Council in the near future.   
     The employee W.H.I.P.P. (Wellness, 
Health, Intervention, Prevention Program) 
Task Force and volunteers continue to have 
monthly meetings.  It is never too late to 
encourage and begin positive lifestyle 
changes to help us live longer, healthier, 
happier lives. Mino-Bimaadizin ñLive Well.ò  
Remember everyone should participate in 
at least 30 minutes of physical activity, five 
times a week, to stay fit.  The 3rd Annual 
ñWalk Your Way to Wellnessò challenge is 
underway until August 12, 2012.   
     The Drug Tip Line number is 353-DRUG 
or 353-3784.  The yellow banners are 
around the reservation with this drug tip line 

number displayed.  The Drug Task Force 
holds monthly meetings, and their Mission 
Statement is: ñTo promote education 
through public awareness with the specific 
objective to eliminate the use of óillegal 
drugsô for the betterment of the health, wel-
fare, and safety of the Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community and our neighboring Com-
munities.ò   
     Continue to pray for each other as well 
as to honor and remember all of our veter-
ans, service men and women, and their 
families.  Remember those who are ill, our 
economic struggles, and all who have lost 
loved ones.  Thank you, God and Creator, 
for the great blessings of our land, loved 
ones, and friends.  Let us continue to be 
thankful for our beautiful area.  We pray for 
peace in the world.   
     During June 2012, the Tribal Council 
held one Regular Tribal Council Meeting on 
June 2, 2012.  This meeting is covered in 
the July 2012 Newsletter.  Tribal Council 
held three Special Council Meetings.  Fol-
lowing are the unapproved motions from 
June. 

     At a council meeting held June 7, 2012, 
the following actions were taken: 

¶ Approved the August 4, 6, 11, and 18, 
2011 Tribal Council meeting minutes; 

¶ Approved the renewal of James Welshôs 
Fireworks Permit; 

¶ Approved Resolution KB1890-2012 
Donald F. Stolp new residential lease in 
Baraga and transfers the LôAnse lease 
to his son; 

¶ Approved to promote Nancy Pawlowski 
from her current clerk/case aide position 
into the new Social Work Technician 
position.    

      At a council meeting held June 10, 
2012, the following actions were taken: 

¶ Approved a donation request for Donald 
K. Denomie, Jr. to attend a football 
camp for $435.00 in Ann Arbor, MI. 

      At a council meeting held June 21, 
2012, the following actions were taken: 

¶ Approved the August 25, and 26, 2011 
Tribal Council meeting minutes; 

¶ Approved Amendment #2 to the Tribeôs 
401-K Plan to add trustees for the loan 
program; 

¶ Approved a $5000.00 donation for the 
1st District-Democratic Congressional 
Candidate Gary McDowellôs Campaign; 

¶ Approved to remove the ñeducational 
institutions/credit agenciesò requirement 
from the background investigations ap-
plication form; 

¶ Approved to temporarily amend the 
KBIC Background Investigations Policy 
for Employees, Volunteers, and others 
subject to the Indian Child Protection 
and Family Violence Prevention Act for 
the 2012 Summer Youth Program for 
two weeks for Mariah Dunham, Director, 
to supervise 11 youth who may not have 
a supervisor who has a complete/
returned background investigation; 

¶ Approved the Public Works Department 
bid of $33,322.00 for the construction of 
a new enclosure for the walk-in cooler 
and renovation of the old cooler room as 
a Certification Office at the Commodity 
Foods building; 

¶ Approved the bid from North Country 
Website Design for the Wildlife Manage-
ment Plan website design and develop-
ment not to exceed $4500 and the Ser-
vices Agreement; 

¶ Approved to submit an application to the 
EPA to pursue Treatment as a State for 
water quality standards for Tribal trust, 
fee, and allotments lands; 

¶ Approved the air conditioning bid from 
United Contractors for $31,684.00 for 
the Marquette Casino; 

¶ Approved the sound system replace-

ment bid from Range Telecommunica-
tions for $16,791.51 for the Baraga Ca-
sino; 

¶ Approved the IHS Sanitation Deficiency 
System (SDS) Project List and priority 
the same as last year (Kawbawgam 
Road Replacement Well #1); 

¶ Approved the Services Agreement for 
Team Services, LLC to provide dust 
control services to various roads for 
$4000.00 (Public Works Department); 

¶ Approved Brandi Chosa as the interim 
background investigator and the promo-
tion of gaming commission secretary to 
her present job duties at $15.21 per 
hour; 

¶ Approved the change (amendment) to 
the KBIC Background Investigations 
Policy for employees, volunteers, and 
others subject to the Indian Child Pro-
tection and Family Violence Prevention 
Actðregarding the paragraph: Minimum 
Standards of Character (review of an 
individualôs background investigation 
report); 

¶ Approved all the Youth Work Placement 
and Reimbursement Agreements that 
are submitted which includes the Ojibwa 
BP; 

¶ Approved the interim wage adjustment 
for David Zasadnyj for June 8-14 and 
whenever Tom Chosa (I.T. Director) is 
on fire duty at $32.00 per hour.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan J. LaFernier, Secretary 

MICHIGANôS 2012  
ELECTION CALENDAR 

This election year, make sure Your 

Voice is heardðRegister and Vote! 

     One of the fundamental rights of our de-
mocracy is the right to vote.  Any U.S. citi-
zen who is a least age 18 on election day is 
eligible.  You must also be a resident of 
Michigan and the city or township where 
you are applying to register to vote.  Before 
you can cast a ballot, you must register.  
Voter registration forms are available at any 
Secretary of State office, the Bureau of 
Elections on-line at www.Michigan.gov/
elections, or from your local clerks.   
     In a democratic society, we have the 
privilege of voting to choose the represen-
tatives who will work on the problems im-
portant to us.   
     Elect your representatives:  Deciding 
who gets your vote is not always easy!  The 
following steps will help you find the candi-
date who will best represent you.  Web 
sites, personal flyers, and newspaper/
newsletters can provide information to help 
you decide:   

¶ Find out where the candidates stand on 

issues that are important to you; 

¶ Explore the candidatesô experience. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Activities reported by the Treasurer, Toni 
Minton, for the months of May and June 
2012.   

     The following donations were made in 
May and June 2012:   

¶ May 5, 2012 ð $1045 to the Baraga 
Senior Physics Class for their Chicago 
trip, $300 to the Baraga County Little 
League for equipment, $350 to the 
Finlandia Coach Youth Baseball Camp, 
and $338.11 to Eleanor Nieskes for 
medical travel for her grandsonôs treat-
ments.  ($185 was also given by discre-
tion of the President). 

¶ May 31, 2012 ð $228 to Mary Kaye 
Durant for family traveling to KBIC for a 
funeral service. 

¶ June 2, 2012 ð $500 to the LôAnse Ea-
gles Club Womenôs Fishing Tourna-
ment, $250 to KBOCC Student Govern-
ment and AISES for the 1st Annual 
Hoops Basketball Tournament, and 
$185 to Syndi Voakes to attend band 
camp.   

¶ June 14, 2012 ð $435 to Donald Keith 
Denomie, Jr. to attend football camp. 

¶ June 21, 2012 ð $5,000 to the McDow-
ell for Congress Campaign. 

     $2,500 was returned from the Derek 
Bailey for Congress Campaign, as Mr. Bai-
ley had to withdraw from the campaign.   
     The Donation Budget is at a negative 
balance of $-4957.95.   
     In early May, $12,000 in Citgo funds 
were returned.  Citgo funds are used to 
supplement our LIHEAP Program to assist 
those in need with their heating costs.  We 
have received notice that we are not receiv-
ing this funding for the upcoming year.   
     A finance meeting was held on June 14, 
2012.  Francis LaPointe, CFO, reported on 
the Governmental audit briefing, the GASB 
54-Fund balance classification, Clinic Third 
Party, Pines, Radio, Casino Financial Sum-
mary, and an IRS update.  We reviewed 
OHA financials with the Housing Board and 
their Accountant.   
     The budget process for FY2013 has 
started, and a timeline has been drafted: 

¶ August 3, 2012ðCasino Managerôs in-
dividual budgets are due to General 
Managerôs office; 

¶ August 10, 2012ðGovernment Depart-
ment Headôs budgets due to CEOôs of-
fice and Casino final compiled budget 
due to CEO; 

¶ September 5, 2012ðCouncil to meet 
with Managers and Department Heads. 

     The Directors will be expected to plan 
ahead and put capital expenditures along 
with projects in their budgets and provide 
narratives.      

Respectfully submitted, 
Toni Minton, Treasurer 

TREASURER REPORT FOR THE 
MONTHS OF MAY/JUNE 2012 

NANCY LOUISE EDWARDS 
(March 22, 1942ðJune 23, 2012) 
 

     Nancy Louise Edwards passed away in 
the company of her family on June 23, 
2012. Nancy had been suffering with Alz-
heimer's for the past few years, and now 
she has gone onto her eternal rest with 
peace. 
     Nancy was born on March 22, 1942, to 
William Edward óBoyzieô and Mary Evelyn 
óMenoô (Cardinal) Jondreau in Assinins, 
Michigan. 
     Nancy graduated from Baraga High 
School before moving to California through 
the BIA relocation program.  She worked at 
Pacific Bell Telephone Company until her 
marriage to Rod David Edwards on August 
10, 1962.  In 1970, she and Rod started 
their own silk screen printing business, Aero 
Display, in Glendale, CA.  In 1978, they also 
started Canyon Outdoor, an outdoor adver-
tising company, where she worked until Alz-
heimer's forced her retirement.  Nancy 
graduated from College of the Canyon in 
1980. She also worked in LôAnse in the 
early 1990ôs as a supervisor for Bedabin 
Youth Home, counseling many kids in need.  
In 1995, she made a run for KBIC Chief 
Tribal Judge and subsequently became ac-
tive in a Tribal political group, Fight for Jus-
tice.  Nancy was very active in political af-
fairs all her life, especially those involving 
civil rights from walking in protests against 
the Vietnam War and helping veterans and   
those who are disenfranchised.  
Nancy and Rod had an open door for 
friends and family to stay.  Nancy had a 
very generous heart was always willing to 
lend a hand and support anyone who 
needed that extra assistance to get them 
back on their feet.  She was the guardian of 
the underdog or anyone she felt did not 
have fair chance on their own.  After the 
Vietnam War, they hosted a refugee, Soom-
ula, for couple of years.  Over the years 
there were several guests from around the 
world who stayed with them. 
     Rod and Nancy raised five children.  She 
was always involved in her children's activi-
ties.  Nancy was elected president of the 
PTA of Haskell Elementary School in Gra-
nada Hills, CA., and she was a coach for 
her sonsô flag football teams and on her 
team were former Green Bay Packer Darryl 
Ingram and former Los Angeles Dodger 
Todd Zeile.  
     Nancy was involved in activities with the 
Catholic Church.  She and a few others 
started the first Kateri Tekakwitha Circle in 
Los Angeles which led to the building of the 
Blessed Katari Catholic Church in Saugus, 
CA. 
     Nancy was a member of the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community.  Nancy was a mem-

ber of Our Lady Perpetual Help Church in 
Newhall, CA and the Most Holy Name of 
Jesus church in Assinins.  In her heart, she 
was always a girl from Beartown.  
She was proceeded in death by her hus-
band, Rod David Edwards; her son, Rod 
Anthony Edwards; her Parents; and her sib-
lings: William Jondreau, Jerry Jondreau, 
Elaine Maki, and Alice Hadden.  Surviving is 
her brother, Robert (Jamie) Jondreau of Vir-
ginia; children: Rose Marie Edwards of 
Baraga, MI, Eddy Michael (Christine) Ed-
wards of L'Anse, MI, Julie Michelle (Fred) 
Sanchez-Edwards of Canyon Country, CA, 
and Mark Alan Edwards of Baraga, MI;  
grandchildren: Ronald Thomas (Katie) Ed-
wards of Baraga, MI, Harrison Tyler Ed-
wards Kanak of Canyon Country, CA, Tonni 
Marie Edwards of Baraga, MI, Hain-
yaihduzazawinyan óZaZaô Edwards, Chey-
enne Edwards, and Zhoomingweniapane 
óZoominô Edwards of L'Anse MI; great-
grandchildren: Star Marie Edwards, Ziah 
Ray Edwards, Ryland Anthony Edwards, 
James Thomas Edwards, Emma Louise Ed-
wards, and Joshuah Marcus Collins Ed-
wards.  Also surviving are many nieces,  
nephews, cousins, and friends. 
     A Mass of Christian burial was cele-
brated on Wednesday, June 27, 2012, at 
the Most Holy Name of Jesus Catholic 
Church, Assinins, MI, with Father John 
Haskall, celebrant.  Interment took place in 
the Assinins Cemetery.  The Reid Funeral 
Home of LôAnse, MI, assisted the family. 

EDMUND WILLIAM LOONSFOOT 
(October 21, 1922ðJune 20, 2012) 
 

     Edmund W. Loonsfoot died on June 20, 
2012, in his home in Nixa, Missouri, sur-
rounded by his loving wife and family.  Ed 
was born in Baraga, MI, on October 21, 
1922, to Henry ñHanky-Doodleò Loonsfoot 
and Emma Knight.  He was  a member of 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community of 
the Ojibwa Nation.  Ed was a World War II 
veteran and a member of the American Le-
gion Post 676.  He was a painting contractor 
in the Springfield, Missouri area for over 40 
years and the employment specialist at the 
American Indian Center of Springfield for 27 
years 
     Ed was preceded in death by:  his son, 
Tom; daughter, Geneva; and great-
grandson, Baby Mike.  Ed is survived by: his 
wife, Betty; sons: Cleyon, Wayne, Glen, 
Hank, Robert, Thomas, Jim, and Bob; 
daughters: Ella Mae, Gaile, and Annette; 33 
grandchildren; 39 great-grandchildren; and 
a ñtribeò of family and friends.   
     Memorial services were held at the Mis-
souri Veteranôs Cemetery, Springfield, Mis-
souri, on Monday, June 25, 2012.   



 

 

(5) Naanan  

     Baraga County, Michigan ï The Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC), 
whose Reservation lands border Ke-
weenaw Bay of Lake Superior, organized a 
beach cleanup on July 13, in celebration of 
Lake Superior Day.  About 50 people, in-
cluding:  KBIC Natural Resources Depart-
ment staff, Tribal youth crews, and area 
community members, cleaned approxi-
mately five miles of Lake Superior beaches 
from just north of Assinins/Sand Point all 
the way around the Bay to Pequaming.  
The day started with an opening ceremony 
performed by KBIC members, Charlotte 
Loonsfoot and Jessica Koski.  The cleanup 
was followed by a luncheon provided by the 
KBIC WHIP Taskforce at the Sand Point 
Light House Day Use Area.  After lunch 
participants enjoyed time canoeing on the 
Lake.  ñIt was hot out, but it was a reward-
ing effort,ò said Erin Johnston, KBIC Lake 
Superior Program Coordinator.  ñWe esti-
mate that we collected and disposed of 
about 30 bags of trash off the beaches.  It 
was nice to take a day to reflect on how 
lucky we are to live where we do and share 
that with others.ò Lake Superior Day, which 
was created in the early 1990ôs by the Bi-
national Forum, is officially the third Sunday 
in July.  The Binational Forum, a group of 
volunteers from the United States and Can-
ada working together to protect Lake Supe-
rior, states, ñLake Superior Day is a special 
day held around the lake to highlight the 
importance of the worldôs largest freshwater 
lake to the basinôs environment and econ-
omy.ò  KBIC will continue to hold annual 
events in honor of Lake Superior Day, but 
we encourage the Community to treat 
every day as Lake Superior Day and take 
actions to restore and protect our beautiful 
Lake. Remember to take your trash with 
you as the beaches are a shared resource 
for everyone to enjoy.  For further informa-
tion please contact our Natural Resources 
Department at (906) 524-5757 ext. 24. 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community ð Lake Superior Day Beach Cleanup 

KBIC Summer Youth Crew members collect trash along the Keweenaw Bay shoreline at the Ojibwa 
Campground for Lake Superior Day. Photo credit: Erin Johnston.  

KBIC HOLDS THEIR FIRST EVER LIBERTY 5K Run/Walk 

     The Inaugural Liberty 5k Run/Walk was held on Wednesday, 
July 4th in Baraga, and was coordinated by KBIC Youth/Fitness 
Director, Cheryne Clements, with the assistance of WHIPP 
(Wellness & Health Intervention and Prevention ProgramðKBIC 
Employee Wellness Committee) Taskforce member, Brigitte La-
Pointe.  The run was put on in collaboration of the Lumberjack 
Days festivities that are held annually in Baraga.  It was sponsored 
by the WHIPP Taskforce and registration was FREE to all KBIC 
Employees to promote physical activity for KBIC employees.  Reg-
istration was also free to all Veterans in recognition of the run being 
held on Independence Day.  Registration was $20 for all other par-
ticipants and forms were available at the KBIC Youth and Fitness 
Office or online at www.lumberjackdays.com.  All proceeds went to 
the KBIC Youth Club towards their annual Summer Youth Trip.   
    The event had the option of a 1-Mile Youth Run (open to 12 and 
Underð$10) and an option of a 5k Walk or 5k Run.  Timing for the 
run was provided by Superior Timing of Marquette.  All participants 
who were registered by June 27, received a tee-shirt.  The course 
started and ended at the Baraga American Legion.  Participants 
were able to register at 7:30 a.m. on the day of the race, with the 
race beginning at 8:30 a.m.  The Youth Run started shortly after.  
Eagle Radio was on sight playing music and making announce-
ments.  Goodie bags, snacks, water, and Bomb Pops that were 
provided for all participants were donated by Heidi Mayo, Larry's 

Top Youth Winners/Liberty 1-Mile Youth Run.  L-R: Louie Curtis, Skylar 
LeClaire, Kiera Collins, Steele Jondreau, Jaycie Roustala, DySean Allen, 

Easton Clements and Alysha Bemis.  Photo credits: Cheryne Clements.  

Market, Patôs Foods, and the Pines Convenience Center. There 
were 90 registered runner and walkers with 25 Youth participants.  
Cheryne Clements, Coordinator, said, ñWe had people from down-
state Michigan, Wisconsin, and even Minnesota participate.  We 
had many volunteers and workers from various organizations: 
Baraga Fire Fighters Suzy Jondreau and Mariah Dunham, Youth 
Program Staff Steven Denomie and Rebecca Rasanen, Tribal Po-
lice, Eagle Radio, Bill and Bucki Jondreau, Pete Olson, Tim Olson, 
Jim Shelifoe, Ginger Shelifoe, Angie Shelifoe, Carole LaPointe, Tim 
Olson, Deb LaPointe, and Mary LaPointe.ò  All winners won a 
plaque and a $15 gift certificate to RoadID.com, and the top three 
finishers in each age category received a medal.  Age divisions 
were male and female in each running and walking category; 14 
and under, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59 and 60+. 
     Cheryne said, "For a first time event, I thought everything went 
great!  We had a couple of óscrew-upsô (runners ended up taking a 
different route than what was explained), but in the end, there were 
no complaints and everyone enjoyed themselves.  I think a lot of 
people surprised themselves with the great running/walking effort 

Continues on page nine. 

https://exchange.kbic-nsn.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.lumberjackdays.com


 

 

(6) Ningodwaaswi  

Kidsô Fishing Derby continues: 

Fish registered at the 2012 Kidsô Fishing 
Derby 
Bluegill ð 23; 
Rock Bass ð 19; 
Yellow Perch ð 11; 
Smallmouth Bass ð 7; 
Pumpkinseed Sunfish ð 4; 
Bullhead ð 3; 
Largemouth Bass ð 1; 
Turtles ð 7; 
Frog ð 1. 

2012 Kids Fishing Derby Results  
(Top 15) 

CHAMP:  Kegan Laufenberg, (24" of fish 
caught....19 inch smallmouth and 5 inch 
rock bass); 
Reserve Champ:  LeAnne LaForge, (23" of 
fish caught...2 bluegill and 1 pumpkinseed); 
3rd:  Moamin Taveq, smallmouth bass and 
rock bass; 
4th: Johnathan Francois, bluegill and bull-
head; 
5th: Whitney Walitalo, smallmouth bass; 
6th: Lena Cadeau, smallmouth bass; 
7th: Nate Sterbenz, smallmouth bass; 
8th: Lexi Lampson, smallmouth bass; 
9th: Oôdell Loonsfoot, bullhead and rock 
bass; 
10th: Trevor Tangen, bullhead; 
11th: Keyshia Simmons, yellow perch; 
12th: Adyson Moulden, yellow perch; 
13th: Autumn Wilson, bullhead; 
14th: Aiyanna Gauthier, yellow perch; 
15th: Mathew Maki and Shayna Pittsley 
(tie), bluegill and yellow perch. 

Kids and their families enjoyed hayrides. 

Continues on page nine. 

Jeani Jaye Aho was so excited with her catché 
with only ten seconds left in her category. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Clowns (l to r) Roxanne Carlson and Lisa Deno-
mie spend time with fisherkids. 

Photo by KBTNRD staff. 

FATHERôS DAY INITITIVE CONTEST ON EAGLE RADIO 
by:  KBIC Office of Child Support 

     During the month of June, the Office of 
Child Support sponsored an essay contest.  
Children, aged 8-18, were invited to submit 
an essay and tell us about their Dads and 
what makes them so special to them. 
     A total of 30 essays were submitted.  
Prizes, were donated from our local commu-
nity allowing the winners to spend a fun day 
with their Dad, included:  movie rental tick-
ets from Superior Video, pizzas from the 
Pizza Shack, Press Box and Mine Shaft 
bowling, gift certificates from Ojibwa Build-
ers, Pineôs gas cards, gift certificates from 
the Baraga Drive-In, Subway, Hilltop, 

Frostie Freeze, Java by the Bay, Nine holes 
of golf with a cart from LôAnse Golf Club, gift 
certificates for tickets to games at NMU, and 
dreamcatchers made by Dave DeCota and 
Everett Ekdahl, Sr.  We would like to thank 
the area businesses and people who do-
nated these gifts.  Without their generous 
support, this contest would not have been 
possible!   
     All of the essays were amazing, and it 
was a very tough decision to make.  We 
would like to thank all participants and 
praise them for a job well done!  Good job 
everyone! 

First place winnerðKayla 
Messer of Baraga with her dad, 
Donald Messer, Jr. 

Second place winnerðStar Ed-
wards with her dad, Ron Ed-
wards. 

Third place winnerðTreyson 
Dunleavy with his dad, Justin 
Dunleavey. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. Photo by Lauri Denomie. Photo by KBIC/OCS staff 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 



 

 

(7) Niizhwaaswi  

KBIC YOUTH HEALTH AND SAFETY FAIR 

Registration workers registered 132 participants.   Visiting the displays were the Crash Dummies and Sparky the Fire Dog.   

Photo by Lauri Denomie. Photo by DHHS staff. 

     KBICôs Community Health Department sponsored a Youth 
Health and Safety Fair on June 23, 2012.  The event registered 132 
youth and was held at the KBIC Community Center Gym.  Safety 
messages were offered through displays and activities by:  Bear-
town Firefighters, Copper Country Mental Health, KBOCC, WIC, 
KBIC/DHHS, OPREVENT, VOCA, MSU Extension, Superior Family 
Chiropractor, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, UP-
PCO, PrePrimary Program, KBICôs Office of Child Support, and the 
OVW Program and Services.   
     Kathy Mayo, Community Health Director, said, ñThe Community 
Health Department plans on holding an annual event, such as this 
yearôs, to promote safety since it is the leading cause of injury and 
death, especially in Native communities.  This year we focused on 
the youth, next yearôs could be for the elderly, etc.ò   

Corey Goodbird and daughter, Caitlynn Goodbird, visit with Smokey the 
Bear.   

(Above) is Lisa Denomie, PrePrimary Program Director, (right) in an activ-
ity involving ñFirst-aid with band-aidsò with (l to r) Doreen Blaker and 
granddaughter, Princess; and Sheila Ekdahl with daughters: Breyelle and 
Dhanya.   

(Right) is an activity table where youth designed their own Sun Visor hats. 

 

Photos by Lauri Denomie. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 

Photo by Lauri Denomie. 


